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knowledg of God) Is it not therfore (I say) to be lamented, that these
poore Pagans, so long living in ignoraunce and Idolatry, and in sorte,
thirsting after christianitie, (as may appeare by the relation of such
as have travailed in those partes,) that our heartes are so hardned,
that fewe or none can be found which wil put to theyr helping hands,
and applie themselves to the relieving of the miserable and wretched
estate of these sillie soules?
Whose Countrey dooth (as it were with arme advaunced) above
the climats both of Spayne and Fraunce, stretche out it selfe to-
wardes England onelie. In manner praying our ayde and helpe, as it
is not onelie set foorth in Mercators generall Mappe, but it is also
founde to bee true by the discovery of our nation, and other straun-
gers, who have often times travailed upon the same Coastes.
Christopher Columnus of famous memorie the firste instrument
to manifest the great glorie and mercy of almightie God in planting
the Christian Faith, in those so long unknown regions, having in
purpose to acquaint (as he did) that renowmed Prince, the Queenes
Majesties Grandfather, King Henry the seventh, with his intended
voiage for the Westerne Discoveries, was not onely derided and
mocked generally even heere in Englande, but afterward became a
laughing stocke to the Spaniardes themselves, who at thys day (of all
other people) are moste bounden to laude and prayse God, who first
sturred uppe the man to that enterprise.
And while he was attending there to acquaint the King of Castile
(that then was) with his intended purpose, by howe many wayes and
meanes was hee derided? Some scorned the pildnes of his garments,
some tooke occasion to jest at his simple and silly lookes, others
asked if this were he, that lowts so lowe, which did take uppon him
to bring men into a Country that aboundeth wyth Gold, Pearle, and
Precious stones? If hee were any such man (sayd they) he would carrie
another manner of countenaunce with him, and looke somewhat
loftier. Thus some judged him by his garments and others by his
looke and countenaunce, but none entered into the consideration of
the inward man.
In the ende, what successe his voyage had, who list to reade the
Decades. The Historic of the West Indies, the conquest of Hernando
Cortese about Mexico, and those of Francisco Pizare in Peru about
Casamalcha and Cusco, may knowe more perticulerly. All which
their discoveries travells, and conquests, are extant to be had in the
1 Hakluyt (m (1600), 167) has 'Monsieur Gourges. Monsier Laudonniere'
and puts 'Verasanus' under' Italian'.